7\

ASSOCIATION OF
BC FOREST PROFESSIONALS

What You Need to Know About the
Professional Governance Act

February 2021



ASSOCIATION DF A

BC FOREST PROFESSIONALS

 Registered professionals have an ethicaland legal duty to put ‘ I,
the interests of the publicahead of their own.

« Regulatory systems grant registrants exclusive rights
to practice certain disciplines, and/or to use certain titles. '
i
4

e This helps the publicunderstand who is qualified to practice in |
areas where the public interest requires protection.

« The forest profession has been regulated since 1947 due to
significant public interest in the use and care of BC’s forests.
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@ Professional Reliance Review Announced
{

Professional Reliance Report Released

Nov ! Professional Governance Act
glcyy Made Law (but not in force)

‘ Office of the Superintendent of Professional
‘ Governance (OSPG) operational

@ PGA in force, Foresters Act repealed
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PGAreplaced the Foresters Acton February 5, 2021

PGAgrants self-regulation rights to the forest profession (AB
- and to BAA CAB, EGBC ASTTBG (AIBCpending)

Reserved practice and titles same as Foresters Act 4

PGA gives OSPG oversight of ABCFP’ operations

- ABGHP bylaws approved and filed with MAG, OSPG audits ABCRP operations -
- [forest professionals continue to primarily interact with ABCHP l

PGAallows for regulation of firms who employ professionals
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Anew Code of Ethicaland Professional Conduct m
o Statutory dutyto reportunsafe or harmful practices |
e Mandatoryreporting of professionaldevelopment

 Practice reviews that can lead to mandatory actions

he

e Requirement to provide more information for a
public online directory of forest professionals



What is 1n the new Code
and when does it apply?



Code Of Ethical & Professional Conduct i i e—

Code contains nine standards

Applies as soon as ABCFP bylaws are brought into force (Feb 5,2021)

Underlying ethical and professional
principles are largely the same

Interpretative Guide and
E-Course available soon




What 1s the purpose of the
new reporting duty, and
what triggers 1t?
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‘Duty’ to Report — PGA, Section 58 g;sa;gg;n;m;;m\;s

Aims to strengthen reporting of serious concerns about the conduct
or competence of a registrant that may pose risk of significant harm to
the environment, or to the health or safety of the public

PGAestablishes reporting as both an ethicaland statutory duty

Existing reporting obligations under the Foresters
Actcontinue alongside new duty
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How does the incoming
complaint process compare
to the current one?



Complaint and Investigation Process under the PGA

ASSOCIATION DF /A

BC FOREST PROFESSIONALS




How does the audit program
under the PGA compare to
the current one?




Practice Audit Program®*

BC FOREST PROFESSIONALS

Competence Audits:

Professional Conduct Audits:

Practice Reviews are done similar to professional conduct audits but
can lead to mandatory actions including:

) ecembgr 2021
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What are the new continuing 4
professional development ’ !

(CPD) requirements under
the PGA?
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Aprogram that fosters learning, not hour counting

30 hours of CPD annually related to:

First report due November 30, 2022




What information about forest
professionals will be shared /
on the new public register?




Online Register for the Public sy

BC FOREST PROFESSIONALS

Who?

What’s new?

Why?




What are the benefits of
firm regulation and how is
the ABCFP preparing?
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Why?

Benefits:




e Thank you!
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Watch for more information and
notices from the ABCFP over the n\_

coming days, weeks and months
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new obligations under the PGA.

0

to help you understand your ’ ! |
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